Introduction
The Fig. 3 ) . The dotted por tion of the experimental R-curve is drawn for extrapolating the curve to its K10 value corresponding to zero crack extension (i.e., before "pop-in" propagation from the notch root).
# In expanding by computer the digital data of the experimental load-displacement curve of the present notched specimen, the region of linearity of the curve has been found to be relatively small, as well as the point at which the curve looses its linearity has been very difficult to define exactly. Given these characteristics of the curve, to avoid discrepancy in comparing the behavior of different Si3N4 specimens, the criterion of tak ing as critical the load at which the load-displacement curve deviates by 10% from the linear behavior has been arbitrarily assumed. 
